





























Planning

Your arborist and builder should work together in planning the construction. The builder may need to be educated
regarding the value of the trees on your property and the importance of saving them. Few builders are aware of the
way trees’ roots grow and what must be done to protect them.

Sometimes small changes in the placement or design of your house can make a great difference in whether a critical
tree will survive, An alternative plan may be more friendly to the root system. For example, bridging over the roots
may substitute for a conventional walkway. Because trenching near a tree for utility installation can be damaging,
tunneling under the root system may be a good option.

Erecting Barriers

Because our ability to repair construction damage to trees is limited, it is vital that trees be protected from injury. The
single most important action you can take is to set up construction fences around all of the trees that are to remain.
The fences should be placed as far out from the trunks of the trees as possible. As a general guideline, allow 1 foot of
space from the trunk for each inch of trunk diameter. The intent is not merely to protect the aboveground portions of
the trees but also the root systems. Remember that the root systems extend much farther than the drip lines of the
trees.

Instruct construction personnel to keep the fenced area clear of building materials, waste, and excess soil. No digging,
trenching, or other soil disturbance should be allowed in the fenced area.

Protective fences should be erected as far out from the trunks as possible in order to protect the root system.
Limiting Access

If at all possible, it is best to allow only one access route on and off the property. All contractors must be instructed
where they are permitted to drive and park their vehicles. Often this same access drive can later serve as the route for
utility wires, water lines, or the driveway.
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Protective fences should be eracted as far out from the
triinks as possible if order ta protect the root systems.

Specify storage areas for equipment, soil, and construction materials. Limit areas for burning (if permitted), cement
wash-out pits, and construction work zones. These areas should be away from protected trees.



Specifications

Get it in writing. All of the measures intended to protect your trees must be written into the construction
specifications. The written specifications should detail exactly what can and cannot be done to and around the trees.
Each subcontractor must be made aware of the barriers, limitations, and specified work zones. Itis a good idea to
post signs as a reminder.

Fines and penalties for violations should be built into the specifications. Not too surprisingly, subcontractors are
much more likely to adhere to the tree preservation clauses if their profit is at stake. The severity of the fines should
be proportional to the potential damage to the trees and should increase for multiple infractions.

Maintaining Good Communications

It is important to work together as a team. You may share clear objectives with your arborist and your builder, but
one subcontractor can destroy your prudent efforts. Construction damage to trees is often irreversible.

Visit the site at least once a day if possible. Your vigilance will pay off as workers learn to take your wishes seriously.
Take photos at every stage of construction. If any infraction of the specifications does occur, it will be important to
prove liability.

Final Stages

It is not unusual to go to great lengths to preserve trees during construction, only to have them injured during
landscaping. Installing irrigation systems and rototilling planting beds are two ways the root systems of trees can be
damaged. Remember also that small increases in grade (as little as 2 to 6 inches) that place additional soil over the
roots can be devastating to your trees. Careful planning and communicating with landscape designers and
contractors is just as important as avoiding tree damage during construction.

Post-Construction Tree Maintenance

Your trees will require several years to adjust to the injury and environmental changes that occur during
construction. Stressed trees are more prone to health problems such as disease and insect infestations. Talk to your
arborist about continued maintenance for your trees. Continue to monitor your trees, and have them periodically
evaluated for declining health or safety hazards.






