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� Gain a higher consciousness that Urban Trees 
live in a highly modified environment.  Our 
selections should match their attributes to the 
un-natural setting we asking them to survive 
in.

� We’ll explore a tree’s view of RT/RP.







� 30mph with street-side parking, lots of 
hardscape and storm drainage: 
Moderate salt

� Compaction: High
� Moisture: decent (great aquifer)
� Soil Texture: Beautiful  Sandy Loam
� pH: 7.0-7.5
� 4” granite curb
� Overhead: 50’ poles







� 30mph with no street-side parking, 
minimal storm drainage: Moderate to 
high salt

� Compaction: High
� Moisture: decent (great aquifer)
� Soil Texture: Mixed horizons, “Urban Dirt”
� pH: 7.0-7.5
� 2” concrete curb
� Overhead: Just secondary & Comm









� Hardscape! 
� Compaction: High
� Moisture: Low
� Soil Texture: Urban Dirt

� Really? How about some shade tolerant 
shrubbery???









� Hardscape & Infiltration Trench
� Compaction: High
� Moisture: Dramatic swings. Enough?
� Heat Island – Reflection & stone mulch
� North/South orientation. 4hours full sun.  

Full shade in afternoon.
� Limited root & crown space









MASS research is funded by:

The Morton Arboretum Endowment

USDA Forest Service - National Urban and Community 

Forestry Advisory Council

Tree Research and Education Endowment (TREE) Fund

Illinois Department of Natural Resources

Forest Preserve District of Lake County, Illinois

Grand Victoria Foundation

http://www.mortonarb.org/
http://www.fs.fed.us/ucf/nucfac.html
http://www.treefund.org/
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lcfpd.org/
http://www.grandvictoriafdn.org/




� Steve Harris, City Arborist, Syracuse NY
� Brian Liberti, City Forester, Rochester NY
� Chris Manchester, Arborist, DeWitt NY



� http://forestry.ohiodnr.gov/portals/forestr
y/urbantoolbox/ohioUSI/usipresentation-
dramova.pdf

� http://www.masslaboratory.org/

http://forestry.ohiodnr.gov/portals/forestry/urbantoolbox/ohioUSI/usipresentation-dramova.pdf
http://www.masslaboratory.org/

