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PRIMARY GOALS

(1) To explore the extension and enrichment of Syracuse’s urban forest, especially with
regard to the delivery of ecosystem services and the improvement of public health at
Syracuse City School District sites.

(2) To explore the idea of the urban forest as a venue for public art.

(3) To explore the urban forest as a work (or works) of public art.

(4) To explore the idea of urban forest and public art as urban design.

ADDITIONAL GOALS
To initiate a discussion about unique ways in which the Syracuse City School District might:

(1) Improve student, faculty and staff performance

(2) Change the sense of what it means to arrive at each school each day

(3) Make the City’s schools more attractive to those who move to their families to Syracuse
(4) To improve the ambience of Syracuse’s neighborhoods
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BARRY PARK ANLU
MEADOWBROOK DETENTION BAS

REGREATION

Enhancements to the parking and sports fields at
Barry Park are designed to complement the
existing character of Meadowbrook Detention
Basin. The addition of street trees along
Meadowbrook Drive and shade trees near the
sports fields provide a more cohesive canopy
cover while maintaining the functionality of the
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THE VALLEY
NEIGHBORHOOD



Onondaga

Lake Syracuse

City Limits

.!P LSA 700 FALL 2018

A FRAGMENTED CORRIDOR OF
EDUCATIONAL CENTERS AND
RESIDENCES.

Onondaga
Creek

LINKED BY
ONONDAGA CREEK, A NEGLECTED
WATERWAY SURROUNDED BY CHAIN
LINK FENCE AND DETACHED FROM ITS
SURROUNDINGS.
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR "“THE VALLEY’

INCREASED FOREST COVER, NATURAL
SYSTEMS FOR EDUCATION, AND IMPROVED
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SCHOOLS.

CONSTRAINED BY PRIVATE PROPERTY,
EXISTING SPORTS FIELDS, SAFETY CONCERNS,
AND FAILING INFRASTRUCTURE.
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CONNECT THE SCHOOLS. ENHANCE THE FOREST. INTEGRATE ART.


















PROPOSED
MASTER PLAN
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GOAL

PUBLIC ART

Integrate public art within the urban forest
Create opportunities for public art

to seamlessly blend into the environment,
the urban forest, and school atmospheres.

FOREST BATHING

Increase and encourage ownership and
responsibility for the forest

Improve physical and psychological health of
those who come in contact with the urban forest

CANOPY ENHANCEMENT

Create specific and thoughtful nodes for students,
faculty, staff, and members of the

community can interact with the urban forest
Intertwine the school and built environments

with the urban forest

NEIGHBORHOOD DESIGN QUALITY

Extend and enrich Syracuse’s Urban Forest

Restore Onondaga Creek

Provide opportunity and space to connect students and members
of the community directly with their urban forest on a daily basis

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

VAN DUYN
MIDDLE SCHOOL

FOREST WALK

FAITH HERITAGE
SCHOOL

Public access to Onondaga Creek EXISTING
Connect the schools through a defined network of trails TREE COVER
Integrate public art seamlessly into the landscape
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MANAGED FOREST WITH SOFT TACTILE EDGES
OPEN UNDERSTORY

RYAEDGES

TOUCH

SOFT, INTERESTING PLANTS
THAT WELCOME A CHILD’S TOUCH

SMELL

FLOWERS, LEAVES, AND TWIGS
WITH INTRIGUING SCENTS

TASTE

EDIBLE FRUITS THAT ARE
SAFE FOR CHILDREN

SEE

VISUALLY STIMULATING
COLORS & TEXTURES
OPEN UNDERSTORY FOR
SIGHTLINES & SAFETY

NODES OF OPEN PLAY
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ART: BENCH IV | MATTHI APEL HILL SCULPTURE TRAIL

SITE SPECIFIC | UNIQUE | INTEGRATED | SUBTLE | INTERACTIVE

PROVIDE SPACE AND OPPORTUNITY FOR LOCAL ARTISTS TO TRANSFORM THE URBAN FOREST
THE ONLY GUIDELINE: SAFETY AND INTERACTIVITY
ALLOW ARTISTS FREE REIGN ON AREAS ALONG THE FOREST WALK TO
SEAMLESSLY BLEND ART FORM INTO THE LANDSCAPE
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CONCLUSIONS

A VISION OF THE CITY OF SYRACUSE EXPANDING ITS
POTENTIAL AS AN INTERCONNECTED SYSTEM OF
PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY RECHARGED STUDENTS
AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS WHO LIVE, WORK, AND
LEARN TOGETHER UNDER THE CANOPY OF A THRIVING
URBAN FOREST AND PUBLIC ART EXPERIENCE.
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OPPORTUNITY

TO CREATE A COHESIVE NEIGHBORHOOD
ENVIRONMENT SURROUNDING OUR SCHOOLS
AND ENHANCE THE ECOSYSTEM

EDUCATIO

USING THE URBAN FOREST AND PUBLIC ART AS A
UNIQUE, INTERACTIVE, AND EXCITING LEARNING
ENVIRONMENT TO EXCITE AND ENGAGE STUDENTS

CONNECTIO

FORM PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL CONNECTIONS BETWEEN
SCHOOLS, NEIGHBORING RESIDENTS, PUBLIC ART
AND THE URBAN FOREST

HEALT

REAP THE PHYSICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL
BENEFITS ASSOCIATED WITH PROXIMITY AND
INTERACTION WITH OUR NATURAL SYSTEMS




THE NEXT STEPS!



Biophilic
School Sites for
the Syracuse
City School
District

A thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the
Master of Science Degree in Landscape Architecture



Thesis Committee

« Major Professor: Emanuel Carter, MRP, SUNY-ESF Department of
Landscape Architecture

« Commaittee Member: Stewart Diemont, Ph.D., SUNY-ESF
Department of Environmental Biology

« Committee Member: Eric Greenfield, Ph.D., Forester, Northern
Research Station, USDA Forest Service

« Committee Member: Stephen Harris, MS, City Arborist, Syracuse
Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs




Biophilia




Forest Bathing




Attention Restoration Theory




Stress Reduction Theory




Other
Studies




Challenges

of Syracuse
City School

District




Prospective New Resident’s
Perception




Enrollment data




Grades 3-8 ELA Assessment




Grades 3-8 Mathematics
Assessment




Chronic Absenteeism

Dr. Weeks 153 538 207 o1 700
Elementary

H.W. Smith PreK-8 23.2 788 171 21.70%
LeMoyne 31 300 N 2 50%
Elementary

NYS ]
Elementary/Middle 12.4 1,625,311 253,258 15.60%




Staff Qualifications
(2018-19)

Dr. Weeks 51% 100% 4%
Elementary
H.W. Smith ] ]

11%
A 26% 0% A
LeMoyne 25% 0% 10%
Elementary
State Wide 16% 28% 1%




Methods

- analysis of the site and its context
 research through design

- applied concepts described in the
literature
- managed succession
- forest fragments,
« forest bathing.




Designs




Dr. Weeks Elementary
School




Dr. Weeks Elementary School




Dr. Weeks Elementary School
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LeMoyne Elementary
School
















Pre-Planning

Installation &
Maintenance




Invasive Management




Meadow
Management




Plantation Forestry




Rain (Gardens




Environmental Benefits




Further
Study




Conclusions
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