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PRIMARY GOALS 

(1) To explore the extension and enrichment of Syracuse’s urban forest, especially with 
regard to the delivery of ecosystem services and the improvement of public health at 
Syracuse City School District sites. 

(2) To explore the idea of the urban forest as a venue for public art. 
(3) To explore the urban forest as a work (or works) of public art. 
(4) To explore the idea of urban forest and public art as urban design. 

 

ADDITIONAL GOALS 

To initiate a discussion about unique ways in which the Syracuse City School District might: 

(1) Improve student, faculty and staff performance  
(2) Change the sense of what it means to arrive at each school each day 
(3) Make the City’s schools more attractive to those who move to their families to Syracuse 
(4) To improve the ambience of Syracuse’s neighborhoods 
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Enhancements to the parking and sports fields at 
Barry Park are designed to complement the 
existing character of Meadowbrook Detention 
Basin. The addition of street trees along 
Meadowbrook Drive and shade trees near the 
sports fields provide a more cohesive canopy 
cover while maintaining the functionality of the 

recreation
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THE VALLEY 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

 
 

  

























THE NEXT STEPS! 
 
 

 



Biophilic 
School Sites for 
the Syracuse 
City School 
District
A thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the 
requirements for the 
Master of Science Degree in Landscape Architecture



Thesis Committee
• Major Professor: Emanuel Carter, MRP, SUNY-ESF Department of 

Landscape Architecture

• Committee Member: Stewart Diemont, Ph.D., SUNY-ESF 
Department of Environmental Biology

• Committee Member: Eric Greenfield, Ph.D., Forester, Northern 
Research Station, USDA Forest Service

• Committee Member: Stephen Harris, MS, City Arborist, Syracuse 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs



Biophilia



Forest Bathing 



Attention Restoration Theory 



Stress Reduction Theory 



Other 
Studies



Challenges 
of Syracuse 
City School 
District



Prospective New Resident’s
Perception



Enrollment data

N/A N/A



Grades 3-8 ELA Assessment



Grades 3-8 Mathematics 
Assessment



Chronic Absenteeism
Chronic Absenteeism

Subgroup Baseline
Students 
Enrolled

Students 
Chronically 

Absent

Chronic 
Absenteeism 

Rate
Dr. Weeks 
Elementary

35.3 638 202 31.70%

H.W. Smith PreK-8 23.2 788 171 21.70%
LeMoyne 
Elementary

31 320 76 23.80%

NYS 
Elementary/Middle

12.4 1,625,311 253,258 15.60%



Staff Qualifications
(2018-19)

Staff Qualifications (2018-2019)
Inexperienced 

Teachers
Inexperienced 

Principals
Teachers Teaching out of 

Subject/Certification
Dr. Weeks 
Elementary

51% 100% 4%

H.W. Smith 
PreK-8

26% 0% 11%

LeMoyne 
Elementary

25% 0% 10%

State Wide 16% 28% 11%



Methods
• analysis of the site and its context

• research through design

• applied concepts described in the 
literature 
 managed succession
 forest fragments, 
 forest bathing.



Designs



Dr. Weeks Elementary 
School



Dr. Weeks Elementary School



Dr. Weeks Elementary School









H.W. Smith PreK-8











LeMoyne Elementary 
School 











Pre-Planning

Installation & 
Maintenance



Invasive Management



Meadow 
Management



Plantation Forestry



Rain Gardens



Environmental Benefits



Further 
Study



Conclusions
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