
The Enjoyment 
of Scenery

The Origins and History of 
the “Utica Parks and Parkway 

Historic District”



Some Basic Information:

• Between 1897 and 1923, the Proctor family donated approximately 600 acres of land to the people of
Utica to be maintained by the City government as public parks in perpetuity.

• The Proctors invested considerable time and resources on these parks and the parkway, working closely
with the leading landscape architect of the first half of the 20th century, Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr

• Our Olmsted system is comprised of Conkling and the two Proctor Parks and the Parkway.

• Our Olmsted system covers an area equivalent approximately 70% the size of Manhattan’s Central Park
(which was designed by Olmsted’s father) and comprises the great bulk of the public park land in Utica.

• Utica’s Olmsted system is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

• Utica is the smallest community in the country to have an Olmsted park and parkway system.





Utica’s Parks in 1897





Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr.
(1822-1903)



“The enjoyment of scenery employs the mind without fatigue
and yet exercises it; tranquilizes it and yet enlivens it.”

Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr.

“It is one great purpose of the Park to
supply to the hundreds of thousands of
tired workers, who have no opportunity
to spend their summers in the country,
a specimen of God’s handiwork that
shall be to them, inexpensively, what a
month of two in the White Mountains
or the Adirondacks is, at great cost, to
those in easier circumstances.”











Frederick Law Olmsted Jr.’s 
accomplishments included:

"To conserve the scenery and the natural and
historic objects and the wildlife therein and to
provide for the enjoyment of the same in such
manner and by such means as will leave them
unimpaired for the enjoyment of future
generations."

Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr.
National Park Service Organic Act (1916)

• landscape designs for the White House,
the National Cathedral, the National
Mall, and the Jefferson Memorial;

• work on national parks, including
Acadia, Everglades and Yosemite, and
helped to save the Giant Redwoods;

• founding member of the landscape
architecture program at Harvard;

• leading advocate for the creation of the
National Park Service;

• creating neighborhoods like Forest Hill
Gardens in Queens and Palos Verdes
Estates in Los Angeles County



English Garden French Garden Olmsted Garden



Liberty Park, Spokane

STONEWORK

Iroquois Park, Louisville

VISTAS

Central Park, New York City

MEADOWS

Prospect Park, Brooklyn

WATER FEATURES



Utica’s Parks in 1897



The Proctor Contribution:  Utica’s Parks in 1923









Lost Features of the Olmsted Design: The Ponds



Lost Features of the Olmsted Design



Lost Features of the Olmsted Design





Plant and water thousands
of flowers twice annually

Plant 30-60 trees and water 60-120
annually in the parks and on the ParkwayRepair historic stonework

Coordinate volunteers

Educate the public
and advocate for
Utica’s Olmsted
system

Give free advice to
the City of Utica
on planting trees

Restore historic trails



Opportunity:  The Anniversaries

Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr.
1822-1903

(200th birthday in 2022)

Thomas R. Proctor
1844-1920

(Centennial of death in 2020)

Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr.
1870-1957

(150th birthday in 2020)

In addition, the year 2023 will mark the centennial of the donation of 
F.T. Proctor Park to the people of Utica.



1641 Genesee Street
Utica, NY 13501
(315) 790-5262

www.uticaolmstedparks.org/

http://www.uticaolmstedparks.org/
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