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Green Horizons

New York City's Conference on Careers in Natural 
Resources & the Environment for Middle School Students

Concept originated and Facilitated by Nancy Wolf

Sponsored/ Funded by Con Edison and other partners

Goal/Mission:

An opportunity for students to have "hands on" exposure to 

the various careers in natural resources & the environmental 

sector led by industry professionals.

Focus:

Student-Centered, Accessible , Start the Conversation 

& Career Exploration

Brief History & Concept



Occurs in Mid-October

Follows a 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Schedule

9:00 -10:00 a.m. – Check-in

10:00-10:40 a.m. – Welcome & Speaker

11:10 – 11:55 a.m. – Session One

12:25 – 1:10 a.m. – Session Two

1:15 – 1:30 a.m. – Students Dismissed

1:30 – 2:00 a.m. – Lunch for Station Leaders, Volunteers & Partners

General Outline of Event



Green Horizons 
serves 3 main 
functions...



Green Horizons... as a Resource

Students and teachers that attend GH are provided 

supplemental materials such as:

• Green Horizons Career Booklet

• Green Horizons Event T-shirt

• Partner and Sponsor Brochures and Information 

provided in "Teacher Bags"



Station Leaders, Students & Teachers:

• Can connect with one another

• Learn about educational offerings 

and opportunities

• Discuss shared common interests

• Connect students with local 

community supports in the field

Green Horizons...
as a Network & Outreach 
Opportunity



Green Horizons...
as Career Exploration

When students register, they select their "Top 3" 

stations of interest out of 15-20 stations.

Students are matched with at least one of their top 

3 stations for their two session opportunities.

We provide a diverse selection of fields for students 

to explore such as:

• Urban forestry

• Horticulture

• Marine Science

• Science Research

• Ecology

• Zoology, etc.



25th Anniversary 
of Green Horizons 
Snapshot



25th Anniversary Metrics

Brooklyn Botanic Garden
• Over 200 Individuals participated

• 7 NYC Schools
• PS/IS Alfred De. B. Mason
• M.A.C.A.D.E.M.Y School of Science & Tech
• IS 51 Edwin Markham Intermediate School
• Brooklyn Science & Engineering Academy
• IS 285 Meyer Levin School of Performing Arts
• IS 184 The Newport School
• IS 392 The School for Gifted & Talented

• 141 Students & 17 Teachers & Chaperones
• 25 Station Leaders
• 16 Stations
• 18 Community Partners & Organizations
• 20 Volunteers



Green Horizons 
Station Map



Participating Tables:

• Bartlett Tree Experts

• Gowanus Canal Conservancy

• Freshkills Park Alliance

• Brooklyn Academy of Science & the 

Environment

• Poetry Activity with Local Educator

Morning Tabling Opportunity



Panelists:

• Anthony Acevedo, an Arborist with Urban 

Arborist

• Aurelia Casey, youth program manager 

of Gowanus Canal Conservancy

• Christine Cieslak, an intern and urban avian 
educator of National Audubon Society

• Nichole Henderson-Roy, director of NYC 

Parks Stewardship team with Environment & 

Planning

Panel Discussion



Stations at a Glance:



New Stations!



Standout 
Stations



Responses & Reactions

"I just wanted to say thank you so much 
for helping put together such a great 
experience for my students. Please 
forward our gratitude to Christina and 
all others involved. We so look forward 
to next year!," said Lisa Giaimo, IS51 
Students and Science Club Staff

Michelle Jennings of Brooklyn Science & Engineering 
Academy (BSEA), Lead Science and Robotics Teacher 
and Chaperone at this event, expressed that she was 
very appreciative to Green Horizons to expose her 
students to a day like this where her students had 
the opportunity to explore environmentally focused 
careers and learn in an outdoor, out of the classroom 
environment.



• Check-in Tabling Opportunity was successful

• Develop "Teacher Bags" more

• Panel was successful but maybe in another format

• Schedule to be re-adjusted for school transportation 

accommodations

• 45 minute lectures may be slightly too long but 

overall, well-received

• Students responded well to the new station additions 

of arts-related and nature-adjacent stations.

Learning Moments



Next Green Horizons.... 
Queens?
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